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Your Ref: DGC DC W 02 1373 6726 

Examiner's first report on patent application no. 2004206977 
bylGT 

Last proposed amendment no. 
Dear Madam/Sir, 

I am replying to the request for examination. I have based this report on the pamphlet. I have examined the 
application and I believe that there are lawful grounds of objection to the application. These grounds of 
objection are: 

1. There is no Notice of Entitlement on file. You will need to file one because an application 
without a Notice of Entitlement cannot be accepted. 

2. The application cannot proceed under Part 2 of Chapter 8 of the Patents Act 1990 because the 
basic document has not been filed. 

3. Independent claims 1, 17-1 8 and 35 are not clear because the term "file" has been used 
inconsistently with the description. From comparison of the invention as described and the 
claims it is assumed that the term "file" is intended to be the term "script file". 

4. The invention defined in independent claims 1 , 17-18 and 35 does not involve an inventive 
step when compared with the state of the common general knowledge in the art. 

The problem addressed by the current application is as per the description page 1 lines 22-24. "If it is 
desired to change the configuration of the gaming machines (for example, to modify video displayed on, 
or audio generated by, the gaming machine), the program in the high-level programming language must 
be modified." 

The person skilled in the art in this instance would clearly be a software engineer with experience in 
gaming machine software. 

The following is common general knowledge in the art: 

• compiling code from multiple files together will require linking 

• scripts can be used to combine and execute multiple sections of separately compiled code 

• gaming industry regulations with regard to computer code verification 
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Therefore the person skilled in the art would directly and without difficulty, by routine steps, arrive at a 
solution which is the same as the claimed solution, and therefore the claimed invention lacks an 
inventive step. 

5. Furthermore, it is considered that the features added by appended claims 2-16 and 19-34 relate to 

arrangements that are merely matters of design choice when the general technical knowledge about the 
state of the art is used and therefore cannot contribute to providing -a patentable inventive step. 

I apologise for any inconvenience resulting from your request for examination not being considered within the 
time limit set out in our Customer Service Charter. 

You have 21 months from the date of this report to overcome all my objection(s) otherwise your 
application will lapse. 

You will need to pay a monthly fee for any response you file after 12 months from the date of the first 
report. 

You will also need to pay any annual continuation fees that apply. These will normally be first due 
five years from the filing date. Please note however that earlier commencement dates apply for 
divisional applications. 

Information about fees may be obtained by phoning 1300 651010. 
Yours faithfully, 



TIM GILLETT 
Patent Examination B5 
Telephone contact 
Sunil Kaul 

Phone: (02) 6283 2182 
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